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THE CURbE OF ALL AGES.

Leprosy, the Oldest Disease of the World
May Not Be Contagious.

By the recent discovery of a Japan-
ese, in Philadelphia, who was aflicted
with leprosy, and who had been cook
in a restaurant up to a short time be-
fore e was put in the bospital, is
forcibly brought to mind the present
question, Is leprosy incurable®

In his lecture before the section of
of State medicine and hygiene, Dr. J.
Hutchinson, of London, a digtin-
guished pathologist, not only main-
tained that leprosy is absslutely not
contagious, but that it is by a special
Kind of poison taken into the system
in connection with food that the
loathsome disease is induced. Cer-
tain specific kind of bacteria have
been found in the bload Bf lepers
which is only found in a certain
kind of fish, and it is by eating of
this fish—just as the eating of raw
or diseased pork will induece trichinn.
sisg—that the healthy individual be-
comes a leper. This species of fish
is asserted by Dr. Hutehinson to be
common in leprosy districts, and as
the varieties of the disease are the
same the world over, the cause, he
argues, must always be the same.

Leprosy is the oldest disease 1 cog-
nized by medical authorities in the
world. It was epidemic in the earli-
est times, from 1700 to 2000 B. C., in
the delta of the Nile, in Egvpt.
Egypt was regarded by the ancients
as the original breeding-place of lep-
rosy, and it was from there that the
children of Israel carried it forth
with them In the exodus. From
Egypt it spread all over the civilized
world. The crusades helped 1o ex-
tend its ravages, and during the
eleventh and twelfth centuries it is
estimated that not less than
leper houses, retreats and hospitals

for the disease were openea in Eu- |
rope,
Another authority is Dr. A. Prince

Morrow. who read a

in June, 1880,

paper hefore the New York Academy |

of Medicine, deseribing his observa-
tions of leprosy in the Sandwich
Islands, Mexico and this country.

His conclusions were that the disease |

is distinetly and undisputably con-
tagious, and that it is the duty of
sivilization to combat its advance
among enlightened nations, This
can only be done by thorough and
complete Isolation of those aficted,

It is said that they are 400 cases of
leprosy in the United States. There
is o colony in the Parish of St
Mary’s, Plaquemine Distriet, Louisi-
ana, within 100 miles of New Or-
leans. There s another colony in
Wisconsin. There are aiso several
colonles in Canada, in Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick.

No remedy hus yet been discovered
that will do more than ameliorate
the sufferings of the lepers. Last
year two doctors in India—one at
Calcutta and the other at Mangalore

-announced that they had cured
several cases of leprosy. Nothing
mare his been heard eoncerning these
cures, whi-h, doubtless, were inter-
stitial leprosy. a very mild form, and
least contmgious,  Or, it
the East
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Indian medical experts niay |
:n deceived in their diagnosis, |

isolnted |

tonflned to cer- |

and carried

| rose from nis scal, and without the

slighlest hesitation, stalked across
the room with military precision and
in the most natural and matter-of-
fact manner— kissed her! Of course,
she was furiously angry, and she was
not at all appeased when she was told
that it was a well-known German
custom, and that she had brought it
| upon herself by putting on Graf
S——"8 helmet. She appeared to
have forgiven him the next evening,
moreover, for they danced the “cotil-
lon" together at the court ball; and
not more than a fortnight later Mme,
R——, Edith A—'s quondam host-
es: at the eventful dinpner, burst o
upon some of her particular cronies,
who were having afternoon. tea at a

friend’s house, with: ““Only fancy!
Whaut fun! 1 have just heard Graf
S—— propose to Edithj 1 took them

to the picture gallery this afternoon,
and seeing a friend, left them for a
few minutes in the little room where
the Sistine Madonna is; and when I
returned 1 was startled by hearing
Count S——saying in his wonder-
fully funny English: ‘I have loled
since the first evewink' (augenblick).
I nearly screamed with Iaunghter, but
as they had not seen me I beat a hur-
ried retreat and left them there, and
here I am.”

Of course the company were greatly
edifled, and when Edith herself
sauntered in an hour later to find her
| friend she was surprised at their
hilarity, and it was many months
after she had been married into the
same regiment as Madame R- "
that the latter lady ventured to tell
hier how she had inadvertently over.
heard the proposal.—New York
Tribune.

A Modern Miracle.

If the man who makes two bladesof
| grass grow where only one grew before

is entitled to be ealled a4 publie hene

factor, certainly the man who turns
an odious stench into a pleasing fra-
| grance has a elaim for credit not to
be ignored. The days of necromancy
are not past: they are only beginning,
and in a diogy red brick house on the
East Side of this city a striking exam-
ple of this fact way be seen at any
time.

There is probably no person whe
regirds rancid ‘butter as anything but
a highly offensive substance, and
there are few, autside the uninitiated,
who cian think of any better use to he
made of it than to throw it into the
ash barrel.  The initiated know bet-
ter. There are few housewives and
cooks who, when they flavor thei
custards, ples, cakes, ete., with deli-
essence of pineappe, do not
imagine that tons of that luscious
tropical fruit are daily gathered by
| dusky natives from waving palms and
amid scenes of harvest revelry, and
then squeezed of their fragrant juice
for the special beneflt of the Ameri.
can palate. But the “trade” knows
that the pineapple 0il of commerce Is
really butyric ether.

Now, there I8 no cause for alarm 1
the reader who first becomes aware
of that fact by reading this article.
Butyric ether is a charmingly fra
| grant, Innocuous and delightful sub
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Blinds,
And MOULDINGS., |

We have achoice stock of all
kinds of Dry Lumber, especial-
ly suitable for CITY FRADE, at

ASHLAND AVE. AND 220 ST,

A BAVARIAN BEER
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aged. Is now ready for delivery in
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